
SMILE General Meeting minutes 
November 4, 2020 
Via ZOOM, online 

Main Web site Procedural 
www.SellwoodMoreland.org <<>> www.SMILErecords.org

OFFICERS PRESENT: Simon Fulford, President; Pat Hainley, Treasurer; Eric Norberg, 
Secretary 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Juliana James; Elizabeth Milner; Neal Spinler; Elaine 
O'Keefe 

SMILE MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: R. Corless; Lisa Sloan; Kim Borcherding; 
Julie Currin 

President Simon Fulford called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. He began by 
reviewing for those attending his agenda for the evening's meeting. Although no 
quorum had developed, he asked those attending to review the minutes of the 
October General Meeting for any errors; none were noted. The minutes will be 
offered again for approval next month. 

First to speak was Elizabeth Milner, who was accompanied by Lisa Sloan and Kim 
Borcherding — and Elizabeth began with a recap of recent events at Sellwood 
Community House, where she is an employee. The facility was closed in August for 
maintenance on the building and preparation of the fall programs; volunteers worked 
hard, and for repainting, paint was donated by Miller Paint. Subsequently facility 
reopened with preschool and kindergarten in the morning, and afternoon programs 
began; and there was a public open house. In the evening there is now a senior 
exercise class, and a new 20's-30's group. Some upstairs offices have been rented out. 
COVID-19 regulations are being strictly followed. Sellwood Community House has 
just wrapped up "Trick or Treat Week", she said; and coming up in December, on 
the first three Saturdays of the month, are craft fairs, with music and food. There 
was an Artist in Residence in September for Middle School kids, she added. SCH has 
secured a 40-foot curb space permit in front of the building on the Spokane Street 
side from PBOT. Sellwood Community House is seeking suggestions from the 
community. 

Lisa Sloan was next to speak; she is the Sellwood Community House interim 
Executive Director, and has been there since July. She praised the staff and the 
Board for pitching in and bringing SCH up to where it needs to be. It now has a 
solid budget, and can run as a healthy, self-sufficient nonprofit, she said; now is the 
time to begin thinking about proceeding with the building's acquisition. 
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Kim Borcherding then announced that she is chairing the Nominating Committee for 
the Sellwood Community House Board. Five Board seats are open (each with a two-
year term). She outlined the desired skills and experience hoped for in the new Board 
members, and is hoping for the final Board being in place by the end of November. 
She expects a total of eight Board Members. Neal Spinier will be the SMILE liaison 
through the Board election; Juliana James is interested in being the next SMILE 
Board liaison to the Sellwood Community House Board. 

Juliana James was next on the agenda — to report briefly on the discussions intended 
to lead to an ad hoc SMILE Events Committee. 'We have a lot of work to do — we 
need a lot of help to put on SMILE events." 

Nobody was present to give updates from the Sellwood Moreland Business Affiance 
or the Sellwood Square Project at this meeting. 

President Simon Fulford brought up a new issue: Local teens have been hanging out 
during the pandemic at Llewellyn School, which is closed for elementary classes at 
this time, along with all PPS schools — and they have been causing a considerable 
nuisance there. Julie Curran described some of what has been causing problems 
there — apparently the teens are consuming alcohol stolen from a market, or bought 
for them illegally at a market by someone "of age". Not only have "over a hundred" 
beer cans been found at the school, but there has been some vandalism, some graffiti, 
and a large amount of broken glass scattered on the playground. Cars have been 
driving into and stunting upon the school grounds. Neighbors have been observing 
and logging what they see by date and time, and the Portland Police Bureau has 
increased its patrols. R. Corless met yesterday with managers at QFC who say they 
want to help; and, she reported, the schoolyard was completely cleaned up yesterday. 

There followed a general discussion of how to deal with the issue. Elaine O'Keefe 
cautioned, "These are our children; they are not coming from elsewhere in the city." 
The School District is now aware of the problem, which they say they also have at 
some other closed schools as well, and is attempting to help. 

There being no other business on the agenda or offered from attendees, and with a 
quorum never having been attained, Simon Fulford declared the meeting adjourned 
at 8:33 p.m. 
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