
SMILE General Meeting minutes 
July 1, 2020 

Via ZOOM, online 

Main Web site Procedural 
www.SellwoodMoreland.org <<>> www.SMILErecords.org

OFFICERS PRESENT: Simon Fulford, Vice President; Eric Norberg, Secretary; Pat 
Hainley, Treasurer 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Gail Hoffnagle; Bob Burkholder; Julie Curtin; 
Elaine O'Keefe; Priyesh Krishnan 

SMILE MEMBERS ATTENDING: R. Corless, Brent Borcherding, Melissa Mattern, 
Eileen Kennedy, Scott Kelly, Kim Borcherding, Nancy Walsh, Kelsey Ann Owens, 
Ashley Asbjornsen, Jason Diegnan, Joe Kurmaskie, Linda & Jim Burch, Ayomide 
Nikzi, Greg Raisman (of PBOT) 

Vice President Simon Fulford, as presiding officer, called the meeting to order at 7:36 p.m. 
He began the meeting by announcing the meeting protocols: Please stay muted unless you 
want to speak, and then hold a thumb up in front of the camera on your computer (or 
otherwise signal) to show you have raised your hand to speak, and I will unmute you, if you 
haven't unmuted yourself, when it is your turn to speak. 

With 24 people present, of which at least 20 were SMILE members — forming a quorum, 
and with the June 3 General Meeting minutes available and shown on his screen, he asked 
for a review of the minutes. Elaine O'Keefe moved acceptance of the minutes as submitted, 
and Pat Hainley seconded the motion, which went on to carry unanimously, with one 
abstention. 

Simon Fulford invited Priyesh Krishnan, a member of this year's SMILE Election 
Committee, to report on the committee's progress in holding our annual election, normally 
done in May (we held no General Meeting in May due to the COVID-19 coronavirus crisis). 
Priyesh reported that the committee had met; and he had spoken with Leroy at Southeast 
Uplift about our election plans. We want a 24-hour online voting opportunity after the 
August 5 General Meeting, adding last-minute nominations made at that meeting. He said 
Leroy will sit at a table at SMILE Station for a designated period of time on August 6 to take 
paper ballots for those unable to vote online. Southeast Uplift will tabulate all the votes and 
will announce the outcome of the election a few days afterward. Priyesh said the committee 
plans a brief introduction of all the candidates, for online posting. As concerns SMILE's 
outreach to promote the election, Elaine remarked that "more specific outreach will follow 
the setting of the final details". Simon Fulford moved that SMILE proceed with the election 
on August 5; Eric Norberg seconded; the motion carried unanimously. 

Next on the agenda were Linda and Jim Burch, who reported off-leash dogs causing 
problems in Sellwood Riverfront Park, where there is a designated off-leash dog area — but 
dogs are not confined to it. Telling of problems with wandering dogs, the couple wondered 
if the dog area might be fenced off to confine them to their designated area? Park Rangers 
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are telling them that "the situation is very common in Portland", and that it is "not much 
regulated". Elaine O'Keefe commented that the problem is general in all parks, citywide. 
She suggested calling Multnomah County Animal Control when loose dogs cause problems. 

Ms. Ayomide Nikzi was present to discuss a PBOT proposal for closing sections of streets 
for "Portland Promenades" — an opportunity for merchants to use some of the street for 
special events, particularly on weekends. Ms. Nikzi identified herself as a local business 
owner near S.E. 13th, and she is spearheading this effort locally. She introduced Greg 
Raisman of PBOT, also present in this virtual meeting at her invitation, to discuss the matter 
further. 

The project in the Sellwood area is currently called "Sellwood Square", but since there is a 
small shopping mall by that name in Sellwood, the project name will change. But, for now, 
the details are online at — www.SellwoodSgare.com — a site subtitled "Safe Shopping and 
Social Distancing Plazas". Raisman said that there are four levels at which this plan could be 
implemented: (1) Turning a parking space into an extension of the business adjacent to it; (2) 
Multiple parking spaces dedicated to the use of several cooperating businesses; (3) Side-street 
plazas, partially or fully closed on a weekend; and (4) Main street plazas, which would be 
temporary on a weekend, and would either provide a detour, or some automotive access 
while in use. "This last plan worked well recently on S.E. Ankeny Street," he enthused. The 
PBOT-originated plan is free to participants, and is slated to continue through November 1. 
They are currently looking at the S.E. 13th Avenue area; Mr. Raisman asked for a SMILE 
letter of endorsement of this idea. There followed further supportive general discussion. 

The last major item on the agenda was "Supporting Sellwood Community House". 
Representing SCH were Gail Hoffnagle and Julie Curtin. Gail told SMILE that as an 
outcome of the recent SCH General Meeting, the SCH Board is seeking to hire consultants 
"Page Two Partners" to reorganize the Community House and its leadership, and assist with 
temporary management of the facility. The SCH Board will be requesting of the SMILE 
Board at a public, virtual Special Board Meeting on July 8, that it appropriate some of the 
Sellwood Community House funds — held in trust by SMILE, as bequeathed by the estate of 
the late Helen Hiczun specifically to benefit the facility — to accomplish this arrangement 
with Page Two Partners, which members of the SMILE Board recently strongly advocated. 
It is contemplated that the three Board Members in common between the two separate 
organizations would abstain in the vote on this matter. 

The SCH Board also detailed plans to add temporary members to its Board, selected and 
recommended by a citizen "Board Selection" committee, based on the relevant skills and 
background of the nominees, to assist with the transition until the annual SCH Board 
Election in October. There were a number of suggestions and comments on all this from 
the community members attending the meeting. 

The hour being late, and the many suggestions and comments on the last item on the agenda 
having being heard, Simon Fulford, as the meeting's presiding officer, declared the meeting 
adjourned at 9:04 p.m. 
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