
Dear Representative Karin Power, 
 
My name is Daniela Saderi and I am a PhD Candidate in Neuroscience at Oregon Health & Science 
University. I had the pleasure of meeting you in person for the first time on March 23rd at the Climate 
Lobby Day in Salem. I was impressed not only by your kindness, but also by your competence and 
assertive attitude. From that interaction, and because of your background as an Environmental Lawyer, I 
thought you would be the right person to address an issue relative to how development in Portland is 
often affecting the ability of people to commit to clean energy in their homes. Let me explain. 
 
My husband and I moved to Portland about five years ago, saved our money, and six months ago we 
purchased our first home. We are proud to be part of a community that has shown sensibility for some of 
the problems that are most dear to us: climate change and social justice. 
Soon after moving to Sellwood, we became excited about the idea of proposing a plan to discuss with 
our neighbors the adoption of clean energy solutions for their homes by purchasing solar panel 
installations together as a neighborhood. With this goal in mind, we decided to seek the help of our 
wonderful neighborhood association, the Sellwood-Moreland Improvement League (SMILE). However, at 
our first meeting on Feb 2nd, we learned that immediately south from our small house on 7955 SE 
Milwaukie Ave., the Urban Development Group/Dennis Sackhoff had purchased a 0.25-acre property on 
1645 SE Nehalem Street and is proposing to build a 4-story, 45’ tall, 61-unit apartment complex. 
 
We performed a detailed solar analysis which revealed that the shadow cast from the building would at 
times cast a shadow not only across our roof, harming our ability to generate clean solar energy, but 
across nearly all of our property. Since we are scientists and not lawyers, we tried to learn more about 
our rights at the Multnomah County Law Library, but even with the research librarian’s help we could not 
find any law in Oregon that speaks for solar energy rights -- the most direct reference to solar energy 
rights was in the Oregon State Bar Exam study guides for 2015, which had a chapter on energy rights 
that was completely blank and simply read, "to be filled". Though we have spoken with the Bureau of 
Development Services, there is no mechanism to protect us, and it would be difficult for us to set 
precedent for our “right to the sun” without expressly stated laws regarding one. Our only recourse are 
civil lawsuits for monetary damages, but that will not protect our property from becoming a very dark 
place. 
 
I want to point out that both my husband and I, as well as many of our neighbors, absolutely understand 
the need for new development in Portland and very much appreciate all the work people like the City 
Commissioner Chloe Eudaly and others are putting towards ensuring that we as a community attenuate 
the problem of homelessness. However, it is incredibly frustrating and disappointing to see how the City 
of Portland is supporting a policy of growth that, in our area, gives land developers significant tax breaks, 
removes requirements that any parking be provided, does not require the developer to meet a design 
standard or community involvement, yet also ignores the downsides of the development that must be 
borne entirely by ordinary people like us.  
 
We need your help. If the law is not protecting its citizens then it needs to be changed. I believe similar 
problems are happening all around Portland, underlying the need for more equitable arrangements 
regarding an assumed but unwritten “right to the sun”. 
 
We understand you and your office must be incredibly busy during this Legislative Session months, but 
we would really appreciate any thought you could give to this matter.  
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daniela Saderi and Ivar Thorson 
7955 SE Milwaukie Ave. 
Portland, OR 97202 
 


