
SMILE LAND USE COMMITTEE MEETING, FEBRUARY 1, 2017 
  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  Krista Jones, Miriam Erb, Vikki DeGaa, Tom Brown, Rocky 
Johnson 
 
     Vikki DeGaa called the meeting to order at 6PM.  Acting Chair DeGaa presented a description 
of a proposed apartment building at the former Mike’s Drive-In property at 1725 SE 
Tenino.  This property has a Commercial Storefront zoning, the project fits the existing zoning 
code and requires no special approval for a zoning variance. The project developer was not 
present and Ms. DeGaa presented the project description as a service to interested SMILE 
residents.  Residents in attendance expressed several concerns about the proposed project and 
offered suggestions for the project developer to consider.  Concerns included:  lack of adequate 
parking (only 21 spaces for 78 units), lack of set- backs (none), and lack of 
landscaping.  Residents also suggested several minor project modifications including solid 
railings on the balconies for privacy, low density lighting close to adjacent dwelling units, 
landscaping and trees, possible retail on the ground floor, and the use of car stackers to 
increase parking spaces. 
  
     Rodney Pfleiger presented the initial design plan for the proposed South Tacoma Bridgehead 
Project (Tacoma & 6th).  He emphasized that the development will address several 
neighborhood concerns including parking (120 spaces for 175 units), density (only 175 units vs. 
potential 200 or more units), open space, retail and restaurant space, set-backs and 
landscaping.  Mr. Pfleiger stated that the project will require a height variance (55ft. vs. 45ft.) 
from the current zoning which limits height to 45ft.  He also stated that he would return to 
SMILE with more definitive plans at a later date.  Residents in attendance responded favorably 
to the presentation. 
  
     Miriam Erb presented an apartment complex proposal for 1635 and 1637 SE Nehalem.  This 
proposed project also has a Commercial Storefront zoning and requires no further zoning 
variance approval.  Several residents expressed concerns about the lack of parking especially on 
a narrow street such as Nehalem, inadequate set-backs on a property surrounded by residential 
units, solar blocking to nearby homes, and the absence of landscaping.  Responding to 
residents’ questions about what could they do to effect changes since the project is up to code, 
Ms. Erb suggested that in addition to the SMILE Land Use Committee forwarding these 
concerns to the developer, residents should direct their concerns to the City Council.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 PM 
 


