
SMILE LAND USE COMMITTEE MEETING 

January 4, 2017 

Land use Committee members present:  Krista Jones, David Schoellhamer, 
Vikki DeGaa, Rocky Johnson, Shari Gilevich 

Chairman Schoellhamer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   

5505 SE 17th Avenue 

Chair Schoellhamer gave an overview of a proposed apartment complex 
at SE 17th & Harold Street.  He described the Land Use Design Overlay 
policy for the project and outlined the zoning specifications for the 
proposed site. 

Annemarie Skinner, representing the Emerio Design firm was introduced.  
Ms. Skinner handed out a site plan and entertained questions about the 
proposed development.  A 3-story building with 6 units will be built south 
of the existing four-plex which will remain.  Several residents who live 
close to the proposed project asked questions.  Ms. Skinner was 
encouraged to coordinate with neighborhood residents during the 
construction of the apartment complex. 

2016 review, 2017 plans, and timeline 

Chair David Schoellhamer reported that in 2016 the committee held 17 
meetings, reviewed 11 land use notices, held 6 neighborhood contact 
meetings with developers, hosted 3 other meetings with developers, 
submitted 8 letters of formal written testimony, provided oral testimony 
6 times, and had 4 meetings with City Council staff at City Hall.   

The Comprehensive Plan was passed by the City and includes downzoning 
in North Westmoreland and a design overlay for mixed uses zones in our 
neighborhood.  Proposals for upzones that SMILE opposed were not 
adopted.  Hopefully the State will approve the plan in 2017 and it will be 
implemented in 2018.   

The Conceptual Plan for the Residential Infill Project for single dwelling 
zones (R5 and R2.5) was approved.  In 2017 City staff will propose the 



details, there will be opportunities for comment, and City Council may 
approve zoning changes.  Extent of the housing opportunity overlay and 
size restrictions will likely be issues for us to follow closely. 

The City approved an Inclusionary Housing law in December 2016 that will 
go into effect in February 2017.  We will monitor the effect on land use.  
The incentives for affordable housing will probably be adjusted.   

The City is reviewing its Design overlay and there will be opportunities to 
comment on proposed revisions in 2017.   

The City started a Project to revise zoning code for multi dwelling zones 
(R1 and R2) to follow up on the RIP.  There will be opportunities to 
comment on proposed revisions in 2017.   

Residents in attendance expressed approval for the input SMILE has 
provided the City of Portland on these matters and expressed a desire to 
further engage in and support SMILE input to the City on land use 
planning matters in the year ahead.   

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.


