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Comprehensive Plan Testimony 
c/o Council Clerk 
1221 SW 4th Ave. Room 130 
Portland, OR  97204 
 
Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners: 
        
The purpose of this testimony is to inform the Council that the Sellwood Moreland Improvement 
League (SMILE) cannot endorse or oppose designation changes proposed by Brummell 
Enterprises in our neighborhood.  We believe a public process is needed for us to properly 
evaluate the proposals.   We are submitting this testimony so Council does not infer indifference, 
endorsement, or opposition from a lack of comment from the neighborhood association.   We 
encourage Brummell to continue to strive for the community improvements they envision.  
Despite the deadlines for the Comprehensive Plan testimony, we want to work with Brummell 
and other developers to cultivate and advance neighborhood-supported developments in SMILE, 
especially at the gateways to our neighborhood. 

At this late date for public testimony, we cannot assess opinions of our membership on new and 
complex proposals to change comprehensive plan designations and thus we are unable to provide 
definitive testimony.  The SMILE Land Use Committee makes recommendations to our Board of 
Directors on what Comprehensive Plan testimony to submit, and the Board decides. The purpose 
of our Land Use Committee is ‘to express opinions on behalf of the membership in order to 
safeguard the character and livability of the Sellwood Moreland area.  Members of the 
Committee participate in long term public planning efforts which may affect the Sellwood 
Moreland neighborhood.’   

Brummell Enterprises has submitted four proposed designation changes for the Comprehensive 
Plan in our neighborhood along SE 17th Avenue and Milwaukie Avenue.  Brummell voluntarily 
met with our Land Use Committee in November and December to present and discuss the 
proposals.  We greatly appreciate their transparency, willingness to communicate with us, and 
responsiveness to our concerns.   

At this time, SMILE cannot endorse or oppose the proposed changes.  Some of the proposed 
changes are complex and SMILE would have to engage in a public process with the 
neighborhood before deciding whether to endorse or oppose the proposals.  We especially need 
input from neighbors whose properties would get a new designation or who are adjacent to the 



proposed changes.  The proposals may provide significant benefits to our neighborhood, 
especially the possibility of a gateway development at SE 17th and Sherrett where Brummell 
owns all four corners.  Some of the proposals also increase the allowable density on some 
residential streets, which we expect would be controversial.  As previously stated, we want to 
work with Brummell and other developers to cultivate and advance neighborhood-supported 
developments in SMILE, especially at our gateways. 

This testimony was approved by the SMILE Board of Directors by a vote of 11-0 on December 
16, 2015.    

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Corinne Stefanick, President 
Sellwood-Moreland Improvement League 
 


