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S M I L E 
SELLWOOD MORELAND IMPROVEMENT LEAGUE 

8210 SE 13th AVENUE, PORTLAND, OR  97202 
STATION 503-234-3570   CHURCH 503-233-1497 

 
        October 25, 2015 

 

Comprehensive Plan Testimony 
c/o Council Clerk 
1221 SW 4th Ave. Room 130 
Portland, OR  97204 
 
Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners: 
        
The Sellwood-Moreland Improvement League (SMILE) is requesting that City Council include this change 
which has not been proposed: 
    
Resolution regarding Comprehensive Plan designations of Metro-owned property along the 

Springwater Corridor. 

Background . Some 10-15 years ago Metro, using funds from a bond measure for the acquisition of 

lands for “parks, trails, and natural areas,” acquired a number of properties in the Sellwood 

neighborhood along the route of the Springwater Corridor. Since then the lands have primarily been 

used and managed as open space under a management agreement with Portland Parks. 

When the properties were in private ownership they were zoned primarily for residential use and, 

despite the purchase by a public agency over a decade ago, they still retain that zoning. Nonetheless, 

most people in the neighborhood consider these lands to be most valuable for the public values for 

which they were acquired by Metro. 

Anticipating that these lands would be used for parks and open space, substantial private investments 

have been made to develop the private lands adjoining these parcels.  Additionally the neighborhood 

association and Portland Parks have expended significant time and energy in the planning for the public 

use and enjoyment of these lands and to enhance their value as a wildlife corridor in a neighborhood 

setting. We, the Sellwood Moreland Improvement League Board of Directors, believe that the public 
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interest would be best served if the Portland Comprehensive Plan designated these public lands for the 

purpose for which they were acquired by Metro. 

Resolution. It is resolved by the Board of Directors of the Sellwood Moreland Improvement League that 

the public properties acquired by Metro along the Springwater Corridor in the Sellwood neighborhood 

be designated in the Portland Comprehensive Plan for the purpose for which they were acquired: open 

space. 

Approved at the SMILE Board Meeting October 21, 2015.    

Our neighborhood has been actively involved in this issue and we look forward to seeing this change 

added to our Comprehensive Plan.  Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

 

Corinne Stefanick, President 

Sellwood-Moreland Improvement League 

 


