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Hi David – I wanted to get back to you about our meeting February 1st regarding the Mike’s Drive-In and 
Sky Heating & Cooling developments. You had agreed that I could send you questions that came up 
during the meetings and get answers back from you.  
 
I realize that you declined our invitation to attend because your company is not particularly interested in 
feedback from neighborhoods as long as your projects meet code requirements; however, we feel that 
there would be value in listening to suggestions from people that are very much invested in their 
neighborhoods, as I'm sure your company principals are in theirs.   
 
During our meeting, neighbors asked that if your company was following code, how each of the 
buildings intended to relate to the four following items: 
 
 1) Preserve and enhance older commercial areas that have a storefront character.  
 2) Make new developments compatible with the neighboring character. 
 3) Allow a full range of retail, service and business uses with a local and regional market area. 
 4) Be pedestrian-oriented and buildings with a storefront character are encouraged. 
 
In addition neighbors to both buildings were concerned about the close proximity of the buildings to 
their homes. They would like you consider some modifications to give them more privacy, i.e., make the 
deck railings solid so tenants can’t look down into people’s homes and or bedrooms, modify exterior 
lighting so they don’t shine into neighbor’s homes.  Also, there were questions about setbacks on both 
buildings.  
 
Also, have you considered a car stacker for either building? It could create additional parking, especially 
on Nehalem which is sorely lacking space, and make your buildings more marketable in the future.  
 
In addition, there were these specific questions from the neighbors: 
 
 Sky Heating & Cooling 
 
The biggest issue here is the lack of connection to the neighborhood and the height of the building. 
There is very little active space in this building and it has no pedestrian oriented focus. 
 
Did you do a sun modeling study on Nehalem? Your building will completely block the sun from the two 
properties directly north of the apartments, which eliminates them from putting in solar panels or doing 
any gardening. Neighbors to the north will be losing all their sunlight and they were in the process of 
getting bids on solar panels, but that is not possible now. 
 
 Mike’s Drive-In 
 
Everyone was disappointed by the lack of any retail on the main floor. Retail and/or service space is one 
of the primary tenants of a Commercial Storefront zone, and there is none. You are replacing an 
extremely active restaurant in the neighborhood with a residential building that has very little active 
space and no real connection to the neighborhood. 
 
Is there a specific reason you chose to not have any retail? Would you consider turning units on the west 
end of the building into retail space?  
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Both buildings are very bare bones. No amenities for your tenants. No connection to the immediate 
surrounding neighborhood. You have chosen to come into our neighborhood and construct two 
buildings that give nothing back, create no energy and are visually uninteresting. We deserve better and 
so do your tenants.  We feel that most of our suggestions may be incorporated without a substantial 
negative impact on project profitability.  Your drawings are obviously preliminary, so we’d like to see 
final drawings, including landscaping, once you’ve finalized them and have taken our comments into 
consideration.  

 

 
Vikki DeGaa 
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